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Kitab Al-Harb
(The Book of War)
M.M.Abbasi



O Allah, the All-KKnowing, the All-Seeing,

As I embark on this journey through Kitab Al-Harb, I humbly approach
The Most Wise. Grant me an open mind and a receptive heart, so that I
may truly grasp the lessons taught within.

I understand, O Allah, that what 1s contained in these words 1s powerful.
May I wield it with responsibility and humility, ever mindful of your
guidance and the ultmate judgment that awaits us all.

Let me not be consumed by the allure of power, nor be blinded by the
thirst for victory. Guide me to utilise this knowledge with justice and
compassion, for the true strength of a leader lies not in conquest, but 1in
serving the greater good.

May the whispers of war within these pages not lead me astray, but
mstead, guide me towards a path of righteous leadership, mindful of my
responsibility to all my peoples and to You, my Creator.

In the name of Your Mercy, I begin.
Ameen.



Kitab Al-Harb (The Book of War)

In the name of the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

By the wisdom of Allah, the sands shift, empires rise and fall, and the
winds carry whispers of war. For a leader, strength 1s not just in the
scimitar, but in the mind that wields 1t. Listen well, for in these words lie
the secrets to victory and the preservation of your people.

1. Al-Hikmah: The Wisdom of the Leader - page 8

A leader must be like the desert wind: swift, unpredictable, and wise.
Seek knowledge from the elders, scholars, and the very sands themselves.
Understand your enemy, their strengths and weaknesses, as deeply as you
know the constellations that guide your caravans.

2. Al-Iman: The Power of Faith - page 10

Faith 1s the rock mn the foundation of your people. Remember, Allah
guides the footsteps of the faithtul. Lead by example, pray sincerely, and
mspire your warriors to fight with the nighteous fury of a lion defending 1ts
pride.

3. Al-Qawam: The Strength of the Tribe - page 12

Your tribe 1s your family, your shield, and your sword. Treat your people
with justice and compassion. Invest in their skills, from the cunning of
your scouts to the unwavering courage of your cavalry. A united tribe, like
a sandstorm, can overwhelm any foe.



4. Al-Khiyl: The Mobility of the Desert - page 14

Do not be shackled to heavy walls and siege engines. Utilize the vastness
of the desert to your advantage. Your warriors should be swift, like
gazelles on the dunes, striking with lightning speed and disappearing
before retahation.

5. Al-Makr: The Art of Deception - page 16

Let your enemy underestimate you. The desert teaches many languages,
mcluding the whispers of sand and the silence of the night. Use them to
your advantage. Employ spies, utilize cunning tactics, and sow discord
amongst your enemy's ranks.

6. Al-Sabr: The Virtue of Patience - page 18

Like the scorpion waiting in the shade, be patient. Wait for the
opportune moment to strike, when your enemy 1s weary or their defenses
are weak. A patient leader, like a date palm, bears the sweetest fruit when
the time 1s right.

7. Al-Ghanimah: The Spoils of Victory - page 20

Do not be consumed by greed. Share the spoils of war fairly, rewarding
your warrlors for their valor and strengthening your tribe's resolve.
Remember, true wealth lies not just in gold and jewels, but 1n the loyalty
of your people.



8. Al-Rahma: The Mercy of the Victor - page 22

Do not be merciless, even to your defeated foe. Show compassion to
those who surrender, especially the mnocent. Harsh treatment breeds
only hatred and sparks the flames of future conflicts.

9. Al-Istighfar: Seeking Forgiveness - page 24

War 1s a necessary evil, but never forget its cost. Seek forgiveness from
Allah for the hves lost and the suffering caused. Only through repentance
and reflection can true peace and prosperity be achieved.

Remember, my brothers, the desert teaches us that survival is not just
about strength, but about wisdom and adaptation. May these words guide
you through the sands of war and towards a future blessed by Allah.



Chapter 1: Al-Hikmah: The Wisdom of the Leader
In the name of the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

The desert wind whispers secrets, my friends, but 1t whispers only to
those who have the wisdom to hear. A true leader, like the wind, must be
swift, unpredictable, and wise. Their mind 1s a compass, guiding their
people through the treacherous dunes of life and war.

1. Seek Knowledge from the Wise:

Knowledge 1s the wellspring of wisdom. Drink deeply from the wisdom
of elders and scholars, their experiences like oases i the barren sands.
Seek knowledge with the same fervor you seek water, for 1t will quench
your thirst for understanding and guide you through the challenges ahead.

2. Unravel the Secrets of the Sands:

The desert itself holds knowledge for those who know how to look.
Learn the language of the stars, the patterns of the wind, and the whispers
of the sand. These secrets can reveal hidden dangers, guide your
journeys, and offer insights into the strategies of your enemies.

3. Become a Student of Your Enemy:

Knowledge of your enemy 1s half the battle won. Study their strengths and
weaknesses as meticulously as you study the constellations. Observe their
tactics, understand their customs, and anticipate their moves. Only by
knowing your adversary can you hope to outmaneuver them.



4. Cultivate the Qualities of the Wind:

Be like the wind, unpredictable and swift. Adapt your strategies to the
ever-changing situation, surprising your enemies with unexpected
maneuvers. Be swift in your decision-making, for a moment's hesitation
in the desert can cost lives.

5. Wisdom Gudes the Hand of Power:

Remember, my friends, power without wisdom 1s like a sandstorm,
destructive and uncontrollable. Use your power with wisdom,
compassion, and justice. A wise leader mspires loyalty and fuels the
strength of their people, making them as formidable as the very desert
itself.

Remember, true leadership is not about wielding the heaviest scimitar,
but about wielding the sharpest mind. May Al-Hikmah, the wisdom of

Allah, guide you through the sands of life and lead you to victory.



Chapter 2: Al-Iman: The Power of Faith
In the name of the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

The desert sands are vast and unforgiving, my brothers and sisters. But
beneath their shifting surface lies a bedrock, a source of unwavering
strength: Al-Iman, the faith. It 1s the unshakeable belief in Allah, the
compass that guides our hearts and the foundation upon which we build
our lives, our communtities, and our victories.

1. Lead by Example:

A leader's faith must be as strong as the desert sun. Uphold your religious
duties with sincerity and lead by example. Your faith will inspire your
people, giving them the courage to face any challenge and the resilience
to overcome any obstacle.

2. Pray for Guidance:

Seek guidance from Allah before every decision, every battle, every
journey. Let your prayers be your shield against doubt and fear. In the
quiet moments of supplication, you will find clanity, strength, and the
unwavering certainty that Allah i1s with you.

3. Ignite the Righteous Fury:

Faith 1s not merely passive devotion; it 1s a source of immense power.
When mjustice arises, and the call to defend your people echoes across
the sands, let your faith ignite a righteous fury within you. Fight with the
courage of a lhon defending its pride, for you fight not only for your land
but for the very values and beliefs that define your existence.

10



4. Remember, Faith 1s a Shield:

Just as the desert wind carries dust and debris, so too can doubt and fear
cloud the mind. When faced with adversity, hold fast to your faith. It 1s
your shield against despair, your source of solace in hardship, and the
unwavering foundation upon which you build your resilience.

5. Unity 1n Faith, Strength in Unity:

Remember, my friends, Al-Iman 1s not an individual pursuit, but a
collective strength. Your faith binds you to your community, creating a
powerful force that can overcome any challenge. Stand together with your
brothers and sisters, united in your faith, and you will be as immovable as
the desert mountains.

May Allah, the Subhanahu wa Ta'ala, strengthen your faith, guide your
steps, and grant you victory in this life and the Hereafter.

11



Chapter 3: Al-Qawam: The Strength of the Tribe
In the name of the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

The desert, vast and unforgiving, thrives not n 1solation, but through the
mterconnectedness of its elements. Just as the gramns of sand bind
together to form a formidable dune, so too does your tribe, Al-Qawam,
stand as the foundation of your strength, resilience, and ultmately,
victory.

1. Treat Your People with Justice and Compassion:

A leader 1s not a lord above their people, but a shepherd who guides and
protects his flock. Treat your tribe with justice, ensuring fairness and
upholding the nights of all, from the youngest shepherd to the most
seasoned warrior. Show compassion, for empathy fosters loyalty and
strengthens the bonds of your community.

2. Invest 1n the Skills of Your People:

Your tribe 1s not just your kin; it is your army, your network of
mformation, and the source of your strength. Invest in the development
of their skills. Tramn your scouts to read the whispers of the wind and the
hidden signs in the sand. Hone the horsemanship and martial prowess of
your cavalry, turning them 1nto a force as swift and relentless as the desert
wind.
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3. Foster Unity Within the Tribe:

Just as a sandcastle crumbles under the relentless assault of the tide, a
disunited tribe will crumble against its enemies. Foster unity within your
community. Cultivate respect and understanding among your people,
regardless of their background or role within the tribe. Remember, a
house divided against itself cannot stand.

4. Celebrate the Individual, Yet Nurture the Collective:

While each member of your tribe holds unique talents and contributions,
remember that their true strength lies in unity. Celebrate the mdividual
achievements of your warriors, your scholars, and your craftsmen.
However, never lose sight of the collective spirit that binds them together,
making them a force greater than the sum of their parts.

5. A United Tribe is an Unstoppable Force:

When your tribe stands united, it becomes like a sandstorm, a force of
nature capable of overwhelming any foe. Let your shared history, your
common values, and your unwavering faith in each other be the wind that
propels you forward. Remember, a united tribe, driven by a righteous
cause and unwavering trust, can move mountains and claim victory
against seemingly mnsurmountable odds.

May the spirit of brotherhood and unity bind your tribe together, allowing

you to face any challenge and emerge victorious, both in this life and the
Hereafter.
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Chapter 4: Al-Khiyl: The Mobility of the Desert
In the name of the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

The vastness of the desert, my friends, 1s not a barren wasteland, but a
strategic battlefield. Unlike the ngid structures of stone and mortar that
confine others, we, the children of the sand, wield its very essence as our

weapon: Al-Khiyl, the mobility of the desert.

1. Embrace the Swiftness of the Gazelle:

Let your warriors move with the grace and swiftness of a gazelle traversing
the dunes. Their steps should be light, their movements precise, allowing
them to cover vast distances and strike their enemies with the suddenness
of a desert storm.

2. Leave No Trace in the Shifting Sands:

Unlike the lumbering giants weighed down by heavy armor and
cumbersome equipment, move like the wind, leaving no trace n the
shifting sands. Utilize the natural camoutflage of the desert, striking from
concealed positions and disappearing before your enemies can even
comprehend your presence.

3. The Horse 1s Your Wings:

The noble steed 1s your most prized possession 1n the desert, not an
mstrument of brute force but an extension of yourself. Master
horsemanship, become one with your mount, and utilize 1its speed and
agility to outmaneuver your enemy. Remember, a skilled rider on a swift
horse 1s a force to be reckoned with.
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4. Embrace the Art of Deception:

Mobility 1s not just about speed; it 1s also about deception. Utilize the
vastness of the desert to your advantage. LLure your enemies mnto traps,
stage surprise attacks from unexpected directions, and disappear into the
endless dunes before they can even react.

5. Adaptabihty 1s Key:

The desert 1s ever-changing, and so should your tactics be. Adapt your
movements to the terrain, be 1t the rolling dunes, the treacherous rocky
outcrops, or the vast, featureless plains. Embrace the unpredictable
nature of the desert and use 1t to your advantage, leaving your enemies
disoriented and vulnerable.

Remember, my friends, Al-Khiyl is not just a physical ability, but a
mindset. It is the spirit of the desert itself, the essence of being light, swift,
and adaptable. By embracing this way of war, you will become as

formidable as the desert wind, leaving your enemies bewildered and
defeated.

15



Chapter 5: Al-Makr: The Art of Deception in the Sands
In the name of the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

The desert, my friends, teaches not only through the fury of the
sandstorm but also through the quiet cunning of the desert viper. In the
harsh embrace of this land, victory often goes to the one who masters not
just brute force, but Al-Makr, the art of deception.

1. Let Your Enemy Underestimate You:

Never reveal your full hand too soon. Appear weak when you are strong,
and confident when doubt lingers in your heart. Let your enemy
underestimate your capabilities, leading them to make critical mistakes
that will ulttimately lead to their downfall.

2. The Whuspers of the Sand and the Silence of the Night:

The desert speaks in many languages, not all of them audible. Learn to
decipher the whispers of the sand, the clues left behind by passing
animals, and the patterns of the wind. These subtle signs can reveal the
movements of your enemies, their weaknesses, and even their plans.
Remember, silence 1itself can be a powerful tool, allowing you to cloak
your intentions and strike with devastating surprise.

3. The Art of the Spy:

A wise leader utilizes every resource at their disposal, and 1n the war of
shadows, the most valuable asset 1s often a skilled spy. Infiltrate the
enemy ranks, gather intelligence, and sow discord amongst their
leadership. Remember, deception alone cannot win a war, but it can
create the conditions for a decisive victory.
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4. Cunning Tactics:

Go beyond frontal assault, for victory can often be won with wit and
strategy. Employ feints, ambushes, and misdirection to confuse and
disorient your enemy. Use the natural features of the desert to your
advantage, creating seemingly impassable obstacles or luring your enemy
into treacherous terrain.

5. Sow Discord Amongst Your Foe:

While your warriors strive for unity, exploit the fissures within your
enemy's ranks. Plant seeds of distrust, incite rebellion, and turn their
allies against them. Remember, a house divided cannot stand, and a
fractured army 1s easily defeated.

However, let me remind you, my friends, that Al-Makr 1s a double-edged

sword. Use it with caution and wisdom, for excessive deception can
backfire, eroding trust and hindering future negotiations. Remember, true
victory often requires a balance between cunning and integrity.

May Allah guide your hand, both in war and in peace, and may Al-Makr
be a tool for your success, not a source of your downfall.
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Chapter 6: Al-Sabr: The Virtue of Patience in the Sands
In the name of the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

The desert, my friends, teaches not only through the fury of the
sandstorm and the cunning whisper of the wind, but also through the
quiet strength of the date palm, enduring the harsh sun and yielding 1ts
sweetest fruit only after years of patient waiting. In the art of war, this
virtue becomes crucial: Al-Sabr, the patience of the desert.

1. Like the Scorpion in the Shade:

Do not be seduced by the allure of immediate action. Learn to wait, like
the scorpion patiently observing the world from its shaded burrow,
striking only when the opportune moment arises. Analyze your enemy,
understand their movements, and wait for their weaknesses to be exposed
or their defenses to weaken.

2. Patience 1s Not Passivity:

While patience does not equate to mactivity, 1t does demand a shift in
perspective. Utilize the waiting period to refine your strategies, tramn your
warriors, and bolster your resources. Remember, a well-prepared army,
striking at the right moment, will be far more effective than a hasty attack
launched out of impatience.
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3. Patience 1s a Weapon:

Your enemy's greatest weapon might be their own impatience. Goad
them into making rash decisions. Lure them mnto chasing phantoms while
you prepare the true battleheld. Remember, patience can erode your
enemy's morale, sow doubt n their ranks, and ulimately lead them to
make critical mistakes that you can exploit.

4. The Sweet Fruit of Victory:

Just as the date palm requires years of patient growth before bearing fruit,
so too does true victory. Do not expect overnight success. Be prepared
for a long campaign, with its share of challenges and setbacks.
Remember, patience 1s the key to overcoming these obstacles and
achieving your ultimate goal.

5. A Leader who Embraces Patience Earns Respect:

A patient leader mspires trust and loyalty within their ranks. By
demonstrating your ability to stay calm and composed 1n the face of
adversity, you earn the respect and admiration of your warriors. This, in
turn, strengthens your resolve as a community and fosters a spirit of
resilience 1n the face of prolonged contlict.

My friends, Al-Sabr is not about waiting passively, but about utilizing the
time to your advantage. Virtue that requires wisdom, disciphne, and an
unwavering faith so you can turn the unforgiving desert into a crucible,
forging an army as patient as the sands and as unstoppable as the desert
wind.
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Chapter 7: Al-Ghanimah: Sharing the Spoils of Victory with Honor
In the name of the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

The desert wind may carry whispers of victory, my friends, but true
leadership extends beyond the battlefield. In the aftermath of trrtumph
lies a crucial test: Al-Ghanimah, the management of the spoils of war.
Remember, victory 1s measured not just by spoils acquired, but by the
wisdom with which they are shared.

1. Beware the Lure of Greed:

Let not the glitter of gold blind you to the true treasures that lie within
your grasp. Greed, like the shifting sands, can consume even the most
righteous leader. Share the spoils of war fairly, rewarding your warriors
for therr valor and sacrifice, but remember that true wealth lies 1n the
loyalty and trust of your people.

2. Strengthen Your Tribe, Not Your Personal Hoard:

Invest the spoils 1n the well-being of your tribe. Use them to strengthen
your defenses, improve infrastructure, and support those who were

affected by the conflict. By nurturing your community, you foster a sense

of shared responsibility and build a foundation for lasting prosperity.
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3. Honor the Fallen and Care for the Wounded:

Remember those who paid the ultimate price for victory. Honor their
sacrifice by caring for their families and ensuring their memory 1s
preserved. Likewise, tend to the wounds of your warriors, both physical
and emotional. Their well-being 1s not just a moral obligation, but an
mvestment 1 the future strength of your tribe.

4. Treat Captured Foes with Justice, not Cruelty:

Victory does not necessitate vengeance. Treat captured foes with justice
and compassion, adhering to the teachings of Allah. Unnecessary cruelty
only breeds hatred and sows the seeds of future conflicts. Remember,
even 1n triumph, mercy and wisdom are the hallmarks of a true leader.

5. Foster Prosperity Through Trade, Not Exploitation:

The spoils of war can be a catalyst for economic growth. Utilize them to
establish trade routes, foster new industries, and create opportunities for
your people to flourish. Remember, sustainable prosperity 1s built upon
collaboration and shared success, not exploitation and subjugation.

By approaching Al-Ghanimah with wisdom and compassion, you can

transform the spoils of war from a fleeting reward into a foundation for
lasting peace and prosperity. May your leadership be guided by justice,
and may your victories pave the way for a brighter future for your tribe.
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Chapter 8: Al-Rahma: The Mercy of the Victor
In the name of the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

The desert wind may sing songs of victory, my friends, but true leadership
resonates with the melody of Al-Rahma, the mercy of the victor. Victory
itself may bring a sense of tritumph, but 1t 1s through compassion that you
claim the mantle of a truly just and inspiring leader.

1. Remember, You are not Just a Conqueror, but a Guardian:

Even 1n the heat of contlict, never forget your responsibility not just to
vanquish your enemies, but to protect the innocent. Show compassion to
those who surrender, especially the vulnerable and non-combatants.
Remember, true strength lies not in crushing the weak, but in protecting
them.

2. Offer a Path to Reconciliation, not Endless Hostility:

Do not perpetuate the cycle of revenge. Offer your defeated enemies a
path to reconciliation, allowing them to mtegrate mto your society or
forge a lasting peace. Remember, a forced submission will only simmer
with resentment, while true peace 1s built upon forgiveness and
understanding.

3. The Seeds of Future Conflict Lie in Unhealed Wounds:

Harsh treatment of the defeated breeds only hatred and sows the seeds of
future conflicts. Treat your vanquished foes with fairness and respect,
providing them with the opportunity to rebuild their lives with dignity.
Remember, a cycle of vengeance benefits no one, but fostering
understanding can pave the way for a lasting peace.
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4. Al-Rahma 1s not Weakness, but Strength:

Showing mercy 1s not a sign of weakness, but a demonstrably strong
position. It demonstrates confidence 1in your own leadership and faith in
the values of justice and compassion. Remember, true strength lies not
just in military might, but in the moral courage to extend a hand of
understanding even to your adversaries.

5. Compassion 1s a Wellspring of Prosperity:

By extending mercy, you foster a climate of trust and cooperation. This,
1 turn, allows for greater economic and social collaboration, leading to
shared prosperity for your own people and your former adversaries alike.
Remember, peace and collaboration are the fertile ground upon which
true progress can flourish.

May Al-Rahma guide your hand, my friends, and may your victories pave
the way for a future where compassion trrumphs over conflict, and
understanding builds bridges of peace across the vast sands of time
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Chapter 9: Al-Istighfar: Seeking Forgiveness in the Wake of War
In the Name of the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

The echoes of battle fade, my friends, leaving behind the grim tableau of
war. Even amidst the spoils of victory, a wise leader remembers Al-
Istighfar, the act of seeking forgiveness from Allah. For even in the

pursuit of justice, war inflicts wounds that only repentance can heal.

1. War is a Necessary Evil, Not a Glorified Pursuat:

Let us not deceive ourselves. While war may be necessary to defend our
faith, our land, and our people, 1t 1s never a cause for celebration.
Remember, every life lost, every drop of blood spilled, represents a
burden upon our souls.

2. Reflect on the Cost of Victory:

In the quiet moments of contemplation, reflect on the cost of your
victory. Honor the fallen, both friend and foe, and acknowledge the
suffering endured by all involved. Remember, true leadership requires
not just the strength to fight, but the humilty to acknowledge its
consequences.

3. Seek Forgiveness from Allah with Sincere Repentance:

Turn to Allah with a contrite heart, seeking forgiveness for the lives lost
and the suffering caused. Acknowledge that even n the pursuit of a just
cause, war casts a long shadow. Remember, true repentance requires not
Just words, but a genuine desire for atonement and a renewed
commitment to peace.
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4. Let Al-Isighfar Guide You Toward a Brighter Future:

Do not let the burden of war weigh you down. Let Al-Istighfar serve as a
springboard for a brighter future. By seeking forgiveness and
acknowledging your responsibility, you open the door to healing,
reconciliation, and lasting peace.

5. A Leader who Seeks Forgiveness paves the Way for Progress:

A leader who acknowledges the human cost of war earns the respect and
admiration of their people. By seeking forgiveness, you demonstrate your
commitment to a higher purpose, mspiring others to embrace the values
of compassion and understanding.

May Allah guide you on the path of repentance, my friends, and may Al-
Istighfar lead you towards a future where peace reigns and prosperity
blossoms in the fertile ground of forgiven hearts.
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Conclusion

The desert wind whispers wisdom, my brothers, a language only those
who listen can understand. It speaks of strength, yes, but also of
adaptation, resilience, and above all, faith. These chapters have been
mere glimpses of the vast knowledge hidden within the dunes, a compass
to guide you through the ever-shifting sands of war and life itself.

Remember, true leadership transcends the battlefield. It demands the
heart of a lon 1 times of conflict, and the wisdom of a scholar in times of
peace. Embrace the lessons of the desert: cultivate the swiftness of the
gazelle, the unwavering faith of the righteous, and the compassion of the
merciful victor.

May these words serve as your companions, echoing in the vastness of
your journeys. May they guide you towards a future where justice reigns,
prosperity blossoms, and the seeds of Al-Istighfar bloom into lasting
peace.
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Prayer:
Oh Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful,

Grant us the wisdom to understand the lessons of the desert, the strength

to overcome adversity, and the compassion to build a better future.
Guide our hearts towards justice, our minds towards understanding, and
our hands towards peace.

May Your blessings be upon us all.
Amen.

Mohammed Abbasi
Mohammed.Abbasi@aobm.org
Twitter @MohammedAbbasi

www.mmabbasi.com
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